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the moral and religious value of its 
regimen. 

4. Ascertain the attitude of the police 
toward troublesome boys and of the boys 
toward the police and try to explain the 
phenomena. 

5. Consider carefully the present tend- 
ency to emphasize social as contrasted with 



individual responsibility in the case of mis- 
demeanants, and try to reach a just principle 
in the light of Jesus' teachings. 

6. Discuss the advantages, if any, which 
might arise from directing the attention 
of the church to specific sins and their pre- 
vention as compared with the consideration 
of sin as a total and undifferentiated "state." 



SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES USING 

THE COURSE "THE MESSAGE OF JESUS TO 

OUR MODERN LIFE" 



STUDY VIII 

THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY OR THE CHURCH 



It is perhaps to be regretted that we 
must go outside of the gospel to secure much 
of our data for the topic for this month. 
But perhaps the class will better realize 
that the religion of Jesus and the early 
church was not a ready-made set of prin- 
ciples and practices, but a spirit applied to 
life, and that, even so, it was not a wholly 
new spirit but had been coming gradually 
to the consciousness of men throughout 
the Old Testament period, and in Jesus 
found its complete expression. It will thus 
be seen that each succeeding generation 
brought with it something of the old which 
hampered in some measure the development 
of the new. We shall also appreciate the fact 
that the institutions which we have inherited, 
like those which Jesus inherited, are not 
perfect. The class members will be more 
ready, therefore, to feel that upon them, 
as members of the church, rests the respon- 
sibility for keeping the church moving for- 
ward as fast as progressive idealism points 
the way to more efficient and practical 
service. 

The great difficulty in our church life 
today is that the average layman contin- 
ually thinks of the church as something 



apart from himself, instead of himself as a 
unit in the church and he and his fellows all 
together constituting the church and able, 
if they wish, to mend those things in it 
which they decry. 

When it has been discovered by the 
study of the selections to be read how little 
specific teaching Jesus, or even the earlier 
religious teachers of the Hebrews gave us 
concerning church organization and func- 
tions, there will be opportunity to give an 
entire meeting to the discussion of the duties 
and work of a modern church. 

A group realizing that the field is clear 
for new ideas will approach the subject with 
new enthusiasm. The two programs which 
follow are arranged with this purpose in 
mind. 

The program for the first meeting of the 
month may consider the following topics: 

Leader: Some examples of what may 
be termed "institutionalized thought" as it 
appears in modern society. 

Members: (1) The chief characteristics 
of the organization and practice of worship 
among the Hebrews after the building of the 
first temple. (2) The rise of the synagogue 
and its customs and uses. (3) The attitude 
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of Jesus toward the organized religious wor- 
ship of his times; illustrate by incidents. 
(4) The relation of the early Christian to the 
synagogue or temple; illustrate by inci- 
dents. (5) The characteristics of the earliest 
organization in the Christian community 
of apostolic days. (6) The relation of the 
gentile churches to the social and ethical 
life of their members and of those whom 
they sought to evangelize. 

Discussion: What elements in our own 
church organization, service, customs, have 
we inherited from apostolic days and how 
much of this goes back to Jesus, either as 
instruction or practice ? 

The second meeting may give attention 
to the following themes: 

Leader: A presentation of some statis- 
tical information concerning the present 
number and variety of different denomi- 
nations, their approximate membership, and 
importance in the civilization of the 
world. 

Members: Concerning the organization 
of the modern church: (1) The essentials 
of a successful organization for the worship 
of all the congregation, children as well as 
adults. (2) The educational task of a 
church — what, whom, when, and how should 
it teach? Is its educational work ade- 
quately done? If not, suggest remedies. 
(3) The midweek meeting. What ought 
it to be? (4) The organization of the 
church for charity or social service (a 
working ideal). (5) The organization for 



the expansion of its beliefs — that is, 
evangelization. (How many people in the 
community come into the churches in a 
given year? What proportion does this 
number represent of the population ? 
What brings in those who do come ?) (6) 
The organization for the expansion of its 
belief in the whole country (home missions) 
and in the world (foreign missions). 

Discussion: How could the organization 
of our own local church be modified in such 
a way as to render better service to the 
advancement of the Kingdom of God in our 
own city and in the world ? If it seems 
advisable, this discussion may be followed 
by an investigation and reports of methods 
and practices in the church in all its rela- 
tionships — boards, committees, societies, 
Sunday school, etc. 

REFERENCE READING 

Mathews, Scientific Management in the 
Churches; Mathews, The Church and the Chan- 
ging Order; Coe, Education in Religion and 
Morals; Butterfield, The Country Church and 
the Rural Problem; Tucker, The Church in 
Modern Society; Athearn, The Church School; 
Dobschiitz, Christian Life in the Primitive 
Church; McGiffert, The Apostolic Age; Bacon, 
The Founding of the Church. 

A full course of reading (twenty volumes) 
on ''The Efficient Church" is arranged for 
ministers by the Institute. A syllabus of 40 
pages and a traveling library accompany it. 
Information may be obtained by addressing 
the Institute, at the University of Chicago. 



